Bloomfield
ey Business and Community Guide
C HAM B E R Everything you need to start, grow, and connect in Bloomfield.

Whether you're a business owner, an entrepreneur just getting started, a
longtime Chamber member, or a Bloomfield resident exploring what our
community has to offer, this guide was built with you in mind.

The Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce has been a cornerstone of our local
business community for decades, connecting people, supporting growth, and
championing the businesses that make Bloomfield a great place to live, work,
and invest. This resource guide is an extension of that mission, a curated
collection of tools, programs, and connections designed to help you navigate
resources available at the local, regional, and state levels.

We believe that when businesses thrive, communities thrive. We hope this
guide serves as your starting point, and that the Bloomfield Chamber is
always your first call.

Celebrating 60+ Years of Supporting Bloomfield Businesses
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01 Welcome

Welcome to the Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce! Whether you're launching a new business,
growing an established one, or looking to expand your network, we're excited to have you here. Since
1965, the Chamber has been dedicated to supporting local businesses through advocacy, collaboration,
and community engagement. Today, we're proud to bring together entrepreneurs, business leaders,
and community partners who believe that when local businesses succeed, Bloomfield succeeds.

Membership Benefits

Bloomfield and Beyond

Gain access to the Tobacco Valley Chamber Alliance,
expanding your reach across the region (including Bloomfield,
Bradley Regional, East Windsor & Windsor Chambers).

Learn more at tobaccovalleychamber.org

Our Events

Promote

Increase your visibility by advertising, sponsoring or hosting
events, celebrating milestones with ribbon cuttings, and
sharing your business news with the community.

From networking events and educational
programs to signature celebrations like the
annual Bloomfield Food Truck Festival, the
Chamber offers opportunities year-round to
connect, collaborate, and grow. However you
choose to get involved, there's always a place
for you.

Grow

Access valuable resources including business newsletters,
professional development opportunities, Certificates of
Origin verification, and advocacy on issues impacting

Connecticut businesses.
* Morning Meet-Ups

» Monthly Mixers

» Food Truck Festival

e Ribbon Cuttings

» Bloomfield Small Business Networking

 Bloomfield Economic Development
Forecast Breakfast

 Business Development

» Holiday Pop-Up market

GetInvolved

Make a lasting impact by joining Chamber committees,
supporting community initiatives, and volunteering at events
that strengthen Bloomfield's business community.

Explore Membership Benefits =
bloomfieldchamber.org/membership

Andrew Moran, CPP, Merchant Solutions, LLC

President, Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce
~ve

"When | joined the Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce, | quickly learned that membership is what you
make it. The Chamber doesn't bring business to your door. It opens doors. It gives you credibility,
visibility, and a community of fellow business owners who understand what you're going through.

As a small business owner, | know firsthand that showing up matters. Attending events, making
connections, and being an active part of this community is what turns membership into real business
value. The relationships I've built through the Chamber have been invaluable. Not just for referrals, but
for advice, support, and partnership.

If you're considering joining or you're a new member wondering where to start, show up. Engage.
Invest in the community the way the community will invest in you."


https://www.tobaccovalleychamber.org/bloomfield/
https://www.tobaccovalleychamber.org/bloomfield/
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/membership/
https://www.merchantsolutionsllc.com/
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/events/
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The Town of Bloomfield

Every successful business is shaped by the community around it. Whether you're opening your first
storefront or expanding an established business, the Town of Bloomfield offers services, leadership,
and resources to help you navigate each step with confidence.

Nestled in the heart of Connecticut's Capitol Region, Bloomfield is a thriving community where business,
innovation, and quality of life come together. Home to approximately 20,000 residents, the town offers
convenient access to Hartford, Bradley International Airport, and major highways — making it an ideal
place to live, work, and grow a business.

Bloomfiel
Bloomheld

[own Hall

Economic
Development

Supports business
growth, expansion,
and relocation by
connecting
businesses with local
resources, incentives,
and development
opportunities.

Starting a Business in Bloomfield?

Select any resource below to visit its website and learn more.

Town
Leadership

Meet the elected
officials and Town
leadership who guide
Bloomfield's policies,
economic initiatives,
and community
development.

Alvin D. Schwapp Jr.
Town Manager, Town of Bloomfield, Connecticut

Permits & Business

Registration

Find the information
and requirements
needed to register
your business, obtain
permits, and navigate
the local approval
process.

Building & Land

Health & Safety

Use

Access zoning,
planning, permitting,
and development
resources to help
bring your business
or project to life.

Resources

Access public
health services, and
emergency
preparedness
resources to help
keep your business
safe, and resilient.

“Bloomfield’s diversity, strategic location, and strong sense of
community make our town an undeniable first option for businesses
looking for a place to grow and thrive. The Bloomfield Chamber of
Commerce helps turn that potential into action by connecting business
owners with the people, partnerships, and resources they need to
succeed. When our local government, business community, and residents
work together, all of Bloomfield moves forward. One Team, One Fight!”


https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/158/Economic-Development
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/158/Economic-Development
https://bloomfieldct.gov/208/Town-Council
https://bloomfieldct.gov/208/Town-Council
https://bloomfieldct.gov/208/Town-Council
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/193/Permit-Applications-Information
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/193/Permit-Applications-Information
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/237/Emergency-Preparedness-Planning
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/237/Emergency-Preparedness-Planning
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/181/Building-Land-Use
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/181/Building-Land-Use
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/181/Building-Land-Use
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/181/Building-Land-Use
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Shop Local Bloomfield

Bloomfield's local businesses are the heart of our community. From family-owned shops to
neighborhood restaurants and service providers, each business contributes to the character and
success of our town. Discover ways to support local, connect with Chamber members, and celebrate

the businesses that make Bloomfield unique.

More Than a Purchase

Bloomfield's local businesses are more than places to spend money — they are where neighbors
become friends, where ideas turn into livelihoods, and where community gets built one transaction at

a time.

h/(he}:w you choose to shop local, you're investing in the people and places that make Bloomfield feel
ike home.

How to Support Local

Shop first, search second — Before goin
online, check if a local business offers what
you need

Leave a review — A positive Google or Yelp
review goes a long way for a small business

Follow and share — Support local businesses
on social media and share their posts

Attend Chamber events — Mixers, ribbon
cuttings, and community events are great
ways to connect with local business owners

Refer a friend — Word of mouth is still the
most powerful marketing tool a small
business has

Find our Member Directory here.
bloomfieldchamber.org

Donna Hubbs
Co-Owner, D&D Travel Services

x|

“As a 30+ year member of the Bloomfield
Chamber of Commmerce and presently a Board
Member, | greatly believe in the value of the
Bloomfield Chamber of Commmerce.

My husband, Dennis, and | have owned D & D
Travel Services, LLC in Bloomfield for over 30
years. In the beginning, we were just a small
mom and pop, working out of our home, trying
to build a business. Joining the Chamber of
Commerce gave us a credibility and substance
we could not have attained otherwise. Back
then, in the early 1990's, travel agents worked in
storefronts. There were not many of us working
from home. This membership lent a credibility
and worth that made people more confident to
book with us.

Today, we have proven ourselves and built a
business to be proud of. We credit the
Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce, with their
networking opportunities and branding to have
helped us do that.”



https://bloomfieldchamber.org/member-directory/
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/member-directory/
http://www.ddtvl.com/
http://www.ddtvl.com/
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Starting a Business
In Connecticut

Starting a business is more than opening your doors. It's about bringing an idea to life and
creating something that serves your community. While the journey may come with questions
and challenges, you don't have to navigate it alone. Bloomfield and Connecticut are home to
organizations that are committed to helping entrepreneurs gain the knowledge, confidence, and

support they need to succeed.

Getting Started: Step by Step

Step 1 — Define your idea
Clarify your business concept, target audience, and what
problem you're solving.

Step 2 — Choose your structure

LLC, corporation, or sole proprietorship — each has different tax
and liability implications.

business.ct.gov

Step 3 — Register your business
File with the state through Connecticut's official business portal.
CT.gov Business Services

Step 4 — Check local zoning and permits

Verify zoning rules and obtain required local permits through the
Town of Bloomfield.

bloomfieldct.gov/Planning-Zoning

Step 5 — Get licensed

Certain industries require state or local licenses. Check CT.gov
for requirements specific to your business type.

business.ct.gov

Step 6 — Get free support

Connect with SCORE, the Chamber, or SBA for mentoring,
funding guidance, and local networking.

SCORE Greater Hartford | SBA CT Office |
bloomfieldchamber.org

-

John Raj
Founder & CEOQO,
Manifold Manufacturing LLC

Statewide Business Support

CT Department of Economic &
Community Development (DECD)

State agency for economic development —
business incentives, funding programs, and
investment support for CT businesses.

Economic Digest (DECD)

CT DECD's research publication covering
economic trends and business data across
Connecticut.

AdvanceCT

A statewide economic development
organization connecting businesses with
growth opportunities and resources across
Connecticut.

Connecticut Business & Industry
Association (CBIA)

Connecticut's leading business advocacy
organization, offering policy resources, HR
tools, and business education for
employers statewide.

“One of the keys to growing my business has been building a strong support
network through the Chamber of Commerce and other organizations. Whether
it's guidance, referrals, or valuable connections, having a trusted network

reminds you that you're not navigating the challenges of business alone.”


https://www.manifold-manufacturing.com/
https://business.ct.gov/start-your-business
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/business-services/bsd
https://bloomfieldct.gov/190/Planning-Zoning
https://business.ct.gov/
https://www.score.org/greaterhartford
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/ct/hartford
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Services/About-DECD/Research-and-Publications/Read-Economic-Digest
https://www.advancect.org/
https://www.cbia.com/
https://www.cbia.com/

()5 Funding & Financial Resources

Access to capital can be one of the most important investments in your business's future. Whether
you're purchasing equipment, expanding operations, or preparing for your next phase of growth, the
right financial support can help turn your vision into reality. With a variety of funding opportunities and
financial programs available, businesses of every size can find resources to help them move forward
with confidence.

Discover Your Support System

Loans & Financing

HEDCO

Provides financing, business advising, and educational programs
to help entrepreneurs start, and sustain their businesses.

C OhidED) SRS

HAIR & SPA

SBA Loan Programs

The U.S. Small Business Administration offers a variety of loan
programs to help businesses start, expand, purchase equipment,
or invest in commercial property.

Retirement & Employee Benefits

MyCTSavings

Connecticut's state-sponsored retirement savings program helps
eligible employers provide an easy-to-manage retirement benefit
for their employees.

Business Networks & Community Support
Women's Business Development Council (WBDC)

Supports women entrepreneurs through business advising,
educational programs, networking opportunities, and access to
funding resources.

Thao Nguyen & Hieu Nguyen

Spanish American Merchants Association (SAMA) Owner & Co-Owner,

Provides business development services, financing opportunities, Contours Salon and MedSpa
training, and advocacy for Hispanic-owned businesses and
entrepreneurs throughout Connecticut. “There are more resources available to

small businesses than many people
realize, you just have to ask and stay
connected. The Bloomfield Chamber of
Commerce helped us build relationships
from the very beginning by supporting
our grand opening, introducing us to
local leaders, and keeping us informed
about opportunities and community
resources. Our advice to other business
owners is to get involved early, because

Hispanic Federation

Offers programs and resources that support Latino entrepreneurs
through small business assistance, economic development
initiatives, and community partnerships.

Black Business Alliance (BBA)

Connects Black entrepreneurs with business resources,
mentorship, funding opportunities, and networking programs that
support long-term business growth.

US Pan Asian American Chamber of Commerce those connections can lead you to grants,
Supports Asian American and Pacific Islander business owners workforce programs, and other resources
through networking, business development programs, and that can help your business grow.”

connections to corporate and government contracting.


https://contourssalonandmedspa.com/
https://hedcoinc.com/
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/ct/hartford
https://myctsavings.com/
https://www.ctwbdc.org/
http://samact.org/
https://www.hispanicfederation.org/
https://bbusinessalliance.org/
https://www.uspaacc-ne.com/

Workforce & Employment

Success starts with people. Whether you're hiring your next employee, exploring a new career path, or
looking to develop new skills, a strong workforce creates opportunities for everyone. Bloomfield's
workforce partners are committed to connecting employers with talent and helping individuals
achieve their professional goals. Together, these resources help build a stronger workforce, a stronger

business community, and a stronger Bloomfield.

Grow Your Team

For employers building a stronger workforce.

Capitol Workforce Partners
Connects employers with qualified talent through

recruitment services, and workforce development solutions.

American Job Centers

Provides no-cost hiring support, including job postings,
candidate recruitment, screening services, and workforce
training resources.

Seniors Job Bank

Connects employers with experienced professionals aged
55+ who are seeking part-time, flexible, or project-based
employment.

CT Department of Labor
Offers guidance on hiring, labor laws, unemployment, and
workforce programs throughout Connecticut.

CT Paid Leave Authority,

Provides employers with information and resources to help
navigate Connecticut's Paid Family and Medical Leave
program and remain compliant.

Chris Davis
Senior Vice President of Public Policy, CBIA

Grow Your Career

For job seekers exploring new opportunities.

Capitol Workforce Partners

Provides career coaching, job training, and
employment services that connect job seekers with
opportunities throughout the Greater Hartford region.

American Job Centers

Offers free career services, including résumé
assistance, interview preparation, skills training,
career counseling, and job placement support.

Seniors Job Bank

Helps adults aged 55+ connect with flexible, part-
time, and meaningful employment opportunities with
local employers.

Job & Unemployment Resources

Explore job search tools, unemployment assistance,
and career resources designed to help you navigate
your next professional opportunity.

"A successful business doesn't operate in isolation. Connecticut employers can benefit from
a wide range of workforce and economic development resources available through state and
regional partners and through organizations like the Bloomfield Chamber of Commmerce and
CBIA that play a critical role in connecting businesses to those opportunities while amplifying
their voice on issues that impact growth and competitiveness. Taking advantage of these
support systems can strengthen workforce pipelines, reduce hiring challenges, and improve a
company's long-term competitiveness."

a
Cbla The Connecticut Business & Industry Association (CBIA) is the state's largest business organization, representing
companies of all sizes and industries. Through advocacy, HR and employment resources, workforce insights, and

legislative updates, CBIA helps employers stay informed, competitive, and prepared for the future. cbia.com



https://www.cbia.com/
https://capitalworkforce.org/
https://capitalworkforce.org/american-job-centers/
https://seniorsjobbankct.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/dol/Employers?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/dol/Programs?language=en_US
https://capitalworkforce.org/
https://capitalworkforce.org/american-job-centers/
https://seniorsjobbankct.org/
https://bplct.org/online-resources/job-resources/
https://www.cbia.com/

/ Community Connections

Business is about more than transactions. Business is about building relationships, creating
opportunities, and strengthening the community around us. From local organizations and networking
events to volunteer initiatives and community partnerships, Bloomfield offers countless ways to get
involved. Together, these connections help businesses grow, inspire collaboration, and make Bloomfield
a stronger place to live, work, and do business.

Get Connected

Prosser Public Library

Bloomfield's public library is more than a place to
borrow books. It's a community hub offering free
programming, digital resources, meeting spaces, and
events for residents of all ages.

West Hartford-Bloomfield Health District

The joint health district serving Bloomfield residents ,_ —

with public health programs, wellness resources, and Saturday, September 19, 2026
emergency preparedness support. They're here to Om Fl 3:00-7:30 PM

help keep our community healthy and prepared. 1 ‘@\_-)F-E)S]-_fl-ﬁijgih Bloomfield Town Green

Bloomfield Social & Youth Services

A town department dedicated to supporting Join us at the Bloomfield Food Truck Festival!
Bloomfield residents at every stage of life. From

youth programs and after-school activities to social Enjoy an afternoon of delicious food, live entertainment,
services and community support. local vendors, and family-friendly fun at one of the

Bloomfield Chamber's signature community events.
Bloomfield Parks & Recreation

The Parks and Recreation Department oversees
Bloomfield's parks, recreational facilities, and year-
round programs that bring the community together. to be part of the celebration.

From seasonal events and fitness classes to beautiful Learn more here
outdoor spaces, they help make Bloomfield a
welcoming place to live, work, and play.

Whether you're attending, sponsoring, or showcasing

your business as a vendor, there's a place for everyone

bloomfieldchamber.org

Cindi A. Lloyd
Deputy Mayor, Town of Bloomfield, Connecticut

"Strong civic leadership, working hand in hand with organizations like the Chamber of Commerce, can
create an environment where businesses are supported, entrepreneurs are encouraged, and have access
to greater economic opportunities. By fostering partnerships, promoting local investment, and engaging
the community in shared goals, Bloomfield can continue to strengthen its economy while preserving the
character and diversity that make it a remarkable place to live. The annual Food Truck Festival is a perfect
example of this, thanks to the Chamber. Together, municipal leaders, businesses, nonprofit organizations,
and residents can build a vibrant, welcoming Bloomfield where engagement, opportunity, and community
pride allow everyone to thrive."


https://www.prosser.lib.ct.us/
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/health-district
https://bloomfieldct.gov/168/Social-Youth-Services
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/215/Parks-Recreation-Leisure-Services
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/bloomfield-food-truck-festival/
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/

Town Overview

Why Bloomfield?

Bloomfield is more than a great place to live — it's a smart place to do business. Here's
a snapshot of what makes our community a strong foundation for growth.

Our Economy

2,411 active businesses call Bloomfield home

19,646 total jobs across all industries

Top industries include Finance & Insurance, Healthcare, and Manufacturing

Major employers include Cigna, Kaman, HomeGoods, and World Class Distribution
(Trader Joe's)

Our Community
* Population of 21,547 residents
Median household income of $97,436 — above the state average
One of Connecticut's most diverse communities
Median age of 47, with a well-educated and experienced workforce

Our Location

Just 10 minutes west of Hartford

1.5 million people within a 45-minute radius

* Easy access to 1-84, 1-91, and Bradley International Airport
* Average commute time of just 24 minutes

Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia)
Official State Flower of Connecticut

Our Fiscal Health
* Moody's Credit Rating: Aa?2
* S&P Credit Rating: AA+
* A financially stable town with a strong track record of investment

Ready to grow in Bloomfield?

Connect with Bloomfield's Planning and Zoning department for information on
available sites, zoning requirements, and development opportunities.
bloomfieldct.gov/190/Planning-Zoning



https://bloomfieldct.gov/190/Planning-Zoning

Quick Reference Guide

Your one-stop directory for the organizations, programs, and resources featured throughout this guide.

01 — Welcome

Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce

Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce Events

Tobacco Valley Chambers Alliance

02 — Town of Bloomfield

Town of Bloomfield — Economic Development

Town of Bloomfield — Town Council

Town of Bloomfield — Permits & Regulations

West Hartford-Building & Land Use

Emergency Preparedness Planning

03 — Shop Local Bloomfield

Bloomfield Chamber Member Directory

04 — Starting a Business in CT

CT.gov Business Services

U.S. Small Business Administration — CT Office

Planning_& Zoning,

SCORE Greater Hartford

AdvanceCT
CT DECD
Economic Digest (DECD)

Connecticut Business & Industry Association (CBIA)

Vera Smith-Winfree

Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce | info@bloomfieldchamber.org | 860-242-3710
PO Box 938, Bloomfield, CT 06002

bloomfieldchamber.org

05 — Funding & Financial Resources
HEDCO

SBA Loan Programs

Spanish American Merchants Association (SAMA)

Hispanic Federation

Black Business Alliance

US Pan Asian American Chamber of Commerce

Women's Business Development Council (WBDCQ)

MyCTSavings

06 — Workforce & Employment

Capitol Workforce Partners

American Job Centers

Seniors Job Bank

CT Department of Labor — Employers

CT Paid Leave Authority

Job & Unemployment Resources

Connecticut Business & Industry Association (CBIA)

07 — Community Connections

Prosser Public Library

West Hartford-Bloomfield Health District

Bloomfield Social & Youth Services

Bloomfield Parks & Recreation

Bloomfield Food Truck Festival

Get started and join today. For more information about a membership or to discuss

how the Chamber can support your business, contact veraebloomfieldchamber.org.

Executive Director & Administrative Officer,
Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce

BLOOMFIELD
CHAMBER


https://bloomfieldchamber.org/
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/events/
https://www.tobaccovalleychamber.org/bloomfield/
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/economic-development
https://bloomfieldct.gov/208/Town-Council
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/193/Permit-Applications-Information
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/health-district
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/health-district/pages/emergency-preparedness-planning
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/237/Emergency-Preparedness-Planning
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/member-directory/
https://business.ct.gov/start-your-business?language=en_US
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/ct/hartford
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/190/Planning-Zoning
https://www.score.org/greaterhartford
https://www.advancect.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Services/About-DECD/Research-and-Publications/Read-Economic-Digest
https://www.cbia.com/
https://hedcoinc.com/
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/ct/hartford
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https://www.hispanicfederation.org/
https://bbusinessalliance.org/
https://www.uspaacc-ne.com/
https://www.ctwbdc.org/
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https://capitalworkforce.org/
https://capitalworkforce.org/american-job-centers/
https://seniorsjobbankct.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/dol/Employers?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/dol/Programs?language=en_US
https://bplct.org/online-resources/job-resources/
https://www.cbia.com/
https://www.prosser.lib.ct.us/
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/health-district
https://bloomfieldct.gov/168/Social-Youth-Services
https://www.bloomfieldct.gov/215/Parks-Recreation-Leisure-Services
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/bloomfield-food-truck-festival/
https://bloomfieldchamber.org/
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Bloomfield, Connecticut
Labor Force Fiscal Indicators
CT Depariment of Labor, 2024 I Bloomfield I State CT Office of Policy and Managament, Stata FY 2021-22
Employed 11,394 1,842,285 Municipal Revenue
Unemployed 41 67,181 Total Revenue $100,909,048
Property Tax Revenue $84,931,102
Unemployment Rate afan per capita $3,939
Self-Employment Rate* 10] 0% )
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Commute Mode
. These Profiles can be used free of charge by external organizations, as long as
Public Transport 3 I 4% AdvanceCT and CTData Collaborative are cited. No representation o warranbes,
Wall-sing or CYC”HQ 1" a8 expressed or implied, are given regarding the accuracy of this information,
Driving 7| ren
Working From Home * 14 ] 1%

Public Transit

CTtransit Service Hartford metro
Other Public Bus Operations -
Train Service -

* 5 year estimates include pre-pandemic data

ADVANCE @ conNEcTICUT
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	Bloomfield  Business and Community Guide
	Celebrating 60+ Years of Supporting Bloomfield Businesses

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Welcome
	Learn about the Chamber's mission, membership,  and opportunities to get involved.
	Explore local government, community resources, and what makes Bloomfield unique.

	The Town of Bloomfield
	Shop Local
	Discover local businesses and ways to  support Bloomfield.
	Navigate the essential steps to launch and register  your business.

	Starting a Business in Connecticut
	Find grants, loans, incentives, and financial tools  to support growth.

	Funding & Financial Resources
	Access hiring, training, and workforce development programs.
	Workforce & Employment Resources

	Community Connections
	Connect with local organizations, opportunities, and community initiatives.
	Find a Quick Reference Guide on page 11 with key contacts, websites, and resources — all in one place.

	What’s your starting point?
	→ Start with Section 4
	→ Start with Section 1
	→ Start with Section 2
	Bloomfield and Beyond
	Promote
	Grow
	Get Involved
	Explore Membership Benefits → bloomfieldchamber.org/membership


	Economic Development
	Town
	Leadership
	Permits & Business Registration
	Health & Safety Resources

	Shop Local Bloomfield
	Bloomfield's local businesses are the heart of our community. From family-owned shops to neighborhood restaurants and service providers, each business contributes to the character and success of our town. Discover ways to support local, connect with Chamber members, and celebrate the businesses that make Bloomfield unique.
	More Than a Purchase
	Bloomfield's local businesses are more than places to spend money — they are where neighbors become friends, where ideas turn into livelihoods, and where community gets built one transaction at a time.
	When you choose to shop local, you're investing in the people and places that make Bloomfield feel like home.

	How to Support Local
	Shop first, search second — Before going online, check if a local business offers what you need
	Leave a review — A positive Google or Yelp review goes a long way for a small business
	Follow and share — Support local businesses on social media and share their posts
	Attend Chamber events — Mixers, ribbon cuttings, and community events are great ways to connect with local business owners
	Refer a friend — Word of mouth is still the most powerful marketing tool a small business has
	Find our Member Directory here. bloomfieldchamber.org
	Donna Hubbs Co-Owner, D&D Travel Services



	Starting a Business  In Connecticut
	Starting a business is more than opening your doors. It’s about bringing an idea to life and creating something that serves your community. While the journey may come with questions and challenges, you don't have to navigate it alone. Bloomfield and Connecticut are home to organizations that are committed to helping entrepreneurs gain the knowledge, confidence, and support they need to succeed.
	Getting Started: Step by Step
	Step 1 — Define your idea Clarify your business concept, target audience, and what problem you're solving.
	Step 2 — Choose your structure LLC, corporation, or sole proprietorship — each has different tax and liability implications. business.ct.gov
	Step 3 — Register your business File with the state through Connecticut's official business portal. CT.gov Business Services
	Step 4 — Check local zoning and permits Verify zoning rules and obtain required local permits through the Town of Bloomfield. bloomfieldct.gov/Planning-Zoning
	Step 5 — Get licensed Certain industries require state or local licenses. Check CT.gov for requirements specific to your business type. business.ct.gov
	Step 6 — Get free support Connect with SCORE, the Chamber, or SBA for mentoring, funding guidance, and local networking. SCORE Greater Hartford | SBA CT Office | bloomfieldchamber.org
	Statewide Business Support
	“One of the keys to growing my business has been building a strong support network through the Chamber of Commerce and other organizations. Whether it's guidance, referrals, or valuable connections, having a trusted network reminds you that you're not navigating the challenges of business alone.”
	John Raj Founder & CEO,  Manifold Manufacturing LLC



	Funding & Financial Resources
	Discover Your Support System

	Workforce & Employment
	Success starts with people. Whether you're hiring your next employee, exploring a new career path, or looking to develop new skills, a strong workforce creates opportunities for everyone. Bloomfield's workforce partners are committed to connecting employers with talent and helping individuals achieve their professional goals. Together, these resources help build a stronger workforce, a stronger business community, and a stronger Bloomfield.
	Grow Your Team
	For employers building a stronger workforce.
	Capitol Workforce Partners Connects employers with qualified talent through recruitment services, and workforce development solutions.
	American Job Centers Provides no-cost hiring support, including job postings, candidate recruitment, screening services, and workforce training resources.
	Seniors Job Bank Connects employers with experienced professionals aged 55+ who are seeking part-time, flexible, or project-based employment.
	CT Department of Labor Offers guidance on hiring, labor laws, unemployment, and workforce programs throughout Connecticut.
	CT Paid Leave Authority Provides employers with information and resources to help navigate Connecticut's Paid Family and Medical Leave program and remain compliant.

	Grow Your Career
	For job seekers exploring new opportunities.
	Capitol Workforce Partners Provides career coaching, job training, and employment services that connect job seekers with opportunities throughout the Greater Hartford region.
	American Job Centers Offers free career services, including résumé assistance, interview preparation, skills training, career counseling, and job placement support.
	Seniors Job Bank Helps adults aged 55+ connect with flexible, part-time, and meaningful employment opportunities with local employers.
	Job & Unemployment Resources Explore job search tools, unemployment assistance, and career resources designed to help you navigate your next professional opportunity.
	Chris Davis Senior Vice President of Public Policy, CBIA


	Community Connections
	Business is about more than transactions. Business is about building relationships, creating opportunities, and strengthening the community around us. From local organizations and networking events to volunteer initiatives and community partnerships, Bloomfield offers countless ways to get involved. Together, these connections help businesses grow, inspire collaboration, and make Bloomfield a stronger place to live, work, and do business.
	Join us at the Bloomfield Food Truck Festival!

	Discover more ways to get involved at  bloomfieldchamber.org
	Get Connected
	Prosser Public Library Bloomfield's public library is more than a place to borrow books. It's a community hub offering free programming, digital resources, meeting spaces, and events for residents of all ages.
	West Hartford-Bloomfield Health District The joint health district serving Bloomfield residents with public health programs, wellness resources, and emergency preparedness support. They're here to help keep our community healthy and prepared.
	Bloomfield Social & Youth Services A town department dedicated to supporting Bloomfield residents  at every stage of life. From youth programs and after-school activities to social services and community support.
	Bloomfield Parks & Recreation The Parks and Recreation Department oversees Bloomfield's parks, recreational facilities, and year-round programs that bring the community together. From seasonal events and fitness classes to beautiful outdoor spaces, they help make Bloomfield a welcoming place to live, work, and play.
	Cindi A. Lloyd Deputy Mayor, Town of Bloomfield, Connecticut
	"Strong civic leadership, working hand in hand with organizations like the Chamber of Commerce, can create an environment where businesses are supported, entrepreneurs are encouraged, and have access to greater economic opportunities. By fostering partnerships, promoting local investment, and engaging the community in shared goals, Bloomfield can continue to strengthen its economy while preserving the character and diversity that make it a remarkable place to live. The annual Food Truck Festival is a perfect example of this, thanks to the Chamber. Together, municipal leaders, businesses, nonprofit organizations, and residents can build a vibrant, welcoming Bloomfield where engagement, opportunity, and community pride allow everyone to thrive."



	Town Overview
	Why Bloomfield?
	Bloomfield is more than a great place to live — it's a smart place to do business. Here's a snapshot of what makes our community a strong foundation for growth.

	Our Economy
	2,411 active businesses call Bloomfield home
	19,646 total jobs across all industries
	Top industries include Finance & Insurance, Healthcare, and Manufacturing
	Major employers include Cigna, Kaman, HomeGoods, and World Class Distribution (Trader Joe's)

	Our Community
	Population of 21,547 residents
	Median household income of $97,436 — above the state average
	One of Connecticut's most diverse communities
	Median age of 47, with a well-educated and experienced workforce

	Our Location
	Just 10 minutes west of Hartford
	1.5 million people within a 45-minute radius
	Easy access to I-84, I-91, and Bradley International Airport
	Average commute time of just 24 minutes

	Our Fiscal Health
	Moody's Credit Rating: Aa2
	S&P Credit Rating: AA+
	A financially stable town with a strong track record of investment
	Ready to grow in Bloomfield? Connect with Bloomfield's Planning and Zoning department for information on available sites, zoning requirements, and development opportunities. bloomfieldct.gov/190/Planning-Zoning


	Quick Reference Guide
	Your one-stop directory for the organizations, programs, and resources featured throughout this guide.
	01 — Welcome Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce Events Tobacco Valley Chambers Alliance
	02 — Town of Bloomfield Town of Bloomfield — Economic Development Town of Bloomfield — Town Council Town of Bloomfield — Permits & Regulations  West Hartford-Building & Land Use  Emergency Preparedness Planning
	03 — Shop Local Bloomfield Bloomfield Chamber Member Directory
	04 — Starting a Business in CT CT.gov Business Services U.S. Small Business Administration — CT Office Planning & Zoning SCORE Greater Hartford AdvanceCT CT  DECD Economic Digest (DECD) Connecticut Business & Industry Association (CBIA)
	05 — Funding & Financial Resources HEDCO SBA Loan Programs Spanish American Merchants Association (SAMA) Hispanic Federation Black Business Alliance US Pan Asian American Chamber of Commerce Women's Business Development Council (WBDC) MyCTSavings
	06 — Workforce & Employment Capitol Workforce Partners American Job Centers Seniors Job Bank CT Department of Labor — Employers CT Paid Leave Authority Job & Unemployment Resources Connecticut Business & Industry Association (CBIA)
	07 — Community Connections Prosser Public Library West Hartford-Bloomfield Health District Bloomfield Social & Youth Services Bloomfield Parks & Recreation Bloomfield Food Truck Festival
	Get started and join today. For more information about a membership or to discuss how the Chamber can support your business, contact vera@bloomfieldchamber.org.

	Vera Smith-Winfree Executive Director & Administrative Officer, Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce
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